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Art and Social Change
[bookmark: _GoBack] Art was used diversely in the twentieth century by women to help in bringing social change within the United States community. Women artistic expression helped in the representation of women's fight against sexual harassment, gender and racial discrimination in workplaces, and sexism in the art. The issues that were expressed by women were the major social challenges that social movements were made to help in addressing. Social change movements started using arts to help in social activism through confronting traditional gender roles that limited their establishment. Many female artists especially writers were social change movement leaders who used arts as a way of presenting their issues to a larger audience (Phelan et al., 2001). Some of the women's artistic expression focused on the creation of attention about gender and racial discrimination, which were critical issues that social change movements of feminists worked for. Arts was part of the representation of the social change movement ideologies to wider platforms.
Activists in various social change movements in the twentieth century used artistic expression to illustrate the issues they were fighting for; example is Guerilla Girls in 1985. The group used artistic expression to present various issues of the movement such as unequal pay, sexism, and gender discrimination that were experienced during that time. They used posters in towns, music, and portraits illustrating the importance of women. Women's artistic expression was also made to inspire women to work hard and realize their beauty especially women of color which was part of the issues social change movement of feminists fought for. Women's social change movements that were inspired or used arts as a way of expressing their ideas led to various changes that are witnessed today in the United States. Guerrilla girls helped in the change of rapid proliferation of female nude arts in the museums both in the western and United States.  Their use of graphic posters and posters through the media and streets led to the change of rapid illustration of women's nudity in the museums (Phelan et al., 2001). Their campaigns against sexism in the museum surpassed all other advertisements making it an issue that was to be discussed and changed. Another movement that used women's artistic expression to help in making changes of social issues is The Female Art Movement. Women's artistic expression illustrating various art forms re-established founding pillars of contemporary arts, which inspired and changed cultural attitudes about women and gender stereotypes.
 In the 1960s women, artistic expression through writing inspired social movements, which helped in the social changes, experienced now. Some of the female writers were activists of the women's rights movement who used that opportunity to express women's issues through books. For example, Betty Friedan was a female activist and a writer who led to the second-wave feminist advocacy in the United States. Her book that was published in 1963 "The Feminine Mystique" described the cultural stereotypes women were passing through such as unemployment and housework (Fox, 2006). It illustrated the importance of fighting against masculine stereotypes, which led to the formation of various social change movements such as the National Organization of Women, which fought for gender equality. The book encouraged other feminists to join the fight against gender discrimination to establish gender partnership and equality.   
In the 1970s, many American artists helped in the social change through their artistic expression. It was a period when most of the social movements of arts emerged like the Feminism Art Movement and years later Guerilla girls, which addressed various issues of women representation in arts and gender inequality. One of the artists whose work inspired social change in American society is called Judy Chicago. She was part of the feminist art movement and her works helped to change the stereotype of women's artistic skills and inclusion of women in the history of American (Gerhard, 2013). She made iconic portrait works such as "The Dinner Party (1979) which was a symbolic history of women in civilization. Her works were an inspiration to many women in the United States who started making portraits and selling them to museums. Music was also used to inspire social change through the feminist artistic expression of the strength of women. That music was used in the social change movements during demonstrations. An example of a song that helped to inspire social change for women was "Sisters are doing it for themselves" which was released in 1985 by Eurhythmics that song was used in many of the feminist social movements to inspire female activists who were fighting against various social issues (Hoggatt, 2018). 
Conclusion
Women's artistic expression and social change movement intersect through the illustration of the issues to the public. Social change movements expressed their issues to the public and government through artistic works. This illustrates why many civil rights movement leaders were involved in artistic works such as writers, musicians, and other artistic works. They used artistic works to illustrate their issues such as Betty Friedan a writer. Their artistic expression was the inspiration to many to change social problems that were affecting women. Social change was achieved through the artistic expression of social change movements to reach a larger audience. In my community of Illinois Chicago, we celebrate the artistic expression of Judy Chicago who illustrated the role of a woman in American culture and the arts through her portraits. Her artistic illustrations inspired many other females to indulge in art, which led to the formation of the Feminist art program in Chicago (Gerhard, 2013). The program helps very many female art artists in the publication and selling of their work.  
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